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Family-Prayers of thoſe poor Chri- 
fiens, who in Court and Conntry, 
m Cities, Towns, Cottages and Farm- 
louſes, are in good earneſt with Re- 
hgz077. 
ether with their way of Interceſſion, 
rn Praying for others. 


\T' HE Sum of our Chriſtian Re- 
ligionz 1» the. Name of the 
er, and of the Son, and of the 


1 Ghoſt, Amen. 
2.) The Prayer of Prayers; that 
rein we ask all things neceſſary, for 
as well as for our ſelves; for 
land for Body ; for our happy li- 
rin this world, for our happy go- 
out of it, and for our moſt happy 
ning of that better world that is 
ome, namely , Onur Father which 
in Heaven,---With this. preparation 
0 not by all, but by one only ) 
s pray for our ſelves and all others, 
ie Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf bath 


- nor 
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not only taught, but alſo command 
us to pray, and to ſay, Our Fy 
which--- 


. Ft 
(3.) The General Thanksgiving; 


that. bleſſing of . God for all. his met 
that he is much pleaſed with; nar 
ly, Glory be to the Father, and to 
Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. As it 


in the beginning, is now, and ever i 


be world without end, Amen. With 
Introduction ( ſaid not by all, but 
one only ) let us bleſs the Lord 


God for all his-Mercies, 1n that fa 


of words which -he greatly delights 
Glory be to the Father and--- 
(4.) The Bleſſing of Bleflings x 


and to our ſelves; The Grace 


Lord TJeſua Chriſt, and the love of 


and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghbif 
with us all evermore, Amen. 
Being not able with any patienct 


think of living ' without | com 


Prayers in their reſpective Fam 
they have uſed themſclves to ownt 
God in common as they could , 
they could not as they would. 
aſhamed, #hey ſay, they were, the nc 


| 


of Family -Prayer. 5 
Weatned fort ſhould go beyond them 
She duty it (elf, though they 4s, or 

aſt ew to do in the manner of 
jrmance. Set and long Meals they 
ze uſed among them, and allo ſet 
re Family-Prayers : But though 
ther of theſe could they equal 
; yet equal, if not exceed them, 
& would do, as in the wholelom- 
'of their meats, never eating 
when they are hungry ; fo alſo in 
devoutnels of their Morning and 
wing Family-Prayers : Becauſe theſe 
them, are nothing bur theſe four 
ww ſet downs ſaid aloud, and 
leifarely , and deliberatcly , and 
ly, by all ; Parents, Children, 


Servants, and all that are pre- 


d this upon theſe two grounds, 

Wo ſundry other : 
Becauſe they aſſure themlclves, 
FF devotion is from them, and any 
Believers, true and acceptable de- 
In to that God who hath command- 
, and knows the full importance 
en, though we do not; aad has pro- 
A 3 miſed 


6 of Family-Prayer. 
miſed to hear and anſwer it, not a 
cording to our unworthy and narrg 
underſtanding of it, but according t 
his own All-ſecing Mind and Meanir 
10 it. | 
2. Becauſe this way of Family-Pry 
ers, (1) All (2) together, and (3) upd 
their knees, ſaying theſe things bat 
Morning and Evening, is ſuch as th 
moſt buſie and moſt employed Fam 
that is may have time for: And y 
ſuch too, as the molt (lender and ign 
rant Ruler, whether man or woma | 
1s able to perform : And yet that whih 
being offered to God with true Dey 
tion, Attention, and Intention, 1s 
him as acceptable as any Prayers w 
ſoever ; nay, not the leſs, but the mol 
acceptable for the fervency occalior 
by the Brevity : Becaule they can oli 
it moſt leiſurely and confiderately, a 
ſo moſt earneſtly and ardently. 
hereunto, That owning their God eh 
ry day thus in common, they do alli. 
themſelves, whatever falls out to thelhu 
it ſhall be and isa Diſpenſation or Biiy, 


ſing out of So, or ſuch as Relig 
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t acifis fanftified to them; eſpecially when 
rroxffjery one of and 7# the Family has a 
og teat charge laid upon him and her, 
ninlr daily performing his or her own 
ret and perſonal Devotions, accor- 
Mg to his or her own ſecret and perſo- 
Neceſſities, Occaſions,and Impulles. 


The Worſhip it ſelf. 
(1.) 


In the Name of the Father, and of 
Sor, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 


(2.) 


Let us pray for our ſelves and all 
ters, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 
hath both taught and commanded 
Our Father which art in Heaven. Hal- 

d be thy Name. Thy Kinedom come. 
will be done in Earth as it is in Hea+ 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

7 forgive #4 our treſpaſſes, as we 
Wrive them that treſpaſs againſt ws. 
i lead ns not into temptation, but de- 


A 4 liver 
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liver us from evil, for thine is the King 
dom, the Power and the Glory, for eve 
and ever, Amen. 


(3-) 
Let us bleſs the Lord our God fe 


all his Mercies, in that form of words 


which to him is moſt acceptable; Gli 
ry be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. - As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever ſha 
be, world without end, Amen. 


(4) 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
and the Love of God, and the fellon 
ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with us al 
evermore,, Amen. Belides this ſhorter 
ordinary way of Family-Prayers, they 
have.alſ@, whenſoever they ce t 
haye time -enough, a Jarger way 0 
praying 3 but ſtill by this Prayer 0 
Prayers. For firſt they ſay it for the 
Holy Catholiek Church , or for the 
whole eſtate of - Chriſts Church mil 


tan 


Of 'Family-Prayer. 
ingot Here upon Earth, with'this:[aerg- 


evey 


alurely- do they in the Name of. the 


e Lords Prayer, all the while think+ 
p of the whole Church. Next, for 


fc 
"rd; 


Glee Particular Church wherein - they: 
Fon Fe, with the Governours of it, with this 
 inreparation, Let ws pray for our King and. 


heli whole Church and State. And then, 


4---molt leifurely and fervently ; all 
the while thinking of the King and all 


iſt, Fiis Dominions both in Church and ' 


wFtate. After this for the particular 
Weighbourhood , whercunto they do 
MWelong, and the particular Guide there- 


or our Miniſter, and this whole Pariſh 
Where Gods Providence bath ſeated us + 
And then, 1» the Name of the---Onr F4+ 
Miber which art---Both molt' reh1gtonltly 
beJand leifurely uttered ; all the while 
thanking of -thetr reſpective Parith and 
nt Mr- 


(tion, Let ws pray for the whole Eſtape' 
if Chriſts Church militant! bere- upon 
mh. And then:moſtidevoatly and” 


#her, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, offer up 


the Name of the Father, Son, and- 
oy Ghoſt, ſaying, Our Father which 


$— 


Wots with this Introduction, Let wer pray 
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Miniſter., In the fourth place, Let w 
pray for all Enemies, Perſecutors, and 
Slanderers, &c, In the fifth, For ayy 
ſock, , weak, or otherwiſe in Danger, 
Neceſſity and Tribulation ; Namely in 
the, Let as pray, him or her, or them, 
to whom they are ready to be ſo cha- 
ritable. In the ſixth, For the bleſſeng of 
God upon the fruits of the Earth. In 
the ſeventh, for any emergeat eſpecial 
occaſion; for inſtance, for the Parlia- 
ment when fitting, for Ordination of 
good Miniſters before the four Ordina- 
tion-Sundays. For any Women in tra- 
ve], any friend in a journey, or enga- 
ged in any dangerous weighty buſinels. 
For ſeaſonable weather, exc. Conclu- 
ding ſtill in the ſame manner, for them- 
ſelves then gathered together 3 thus, 1: 
the laſt place, Let us pray for our ſelves 
here now aſſembled; In the Name of 
the Father, &c, Glory be to the Father, 
&c. Onur Father, &c. The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

Now the way how they came to be 
confident and reſolved in this way of 
praying for others, as well as for them- 
* elves, was this. Firſt, 
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Firſt, with great comfort and thank- 
fulneſs of heart, they did think much 
of that moſt mercitul gift of Chrilt to 
his Church, the Lords Prayer. Second- 
ly, with no leſs cheerfulneſs and en- 
couragement did they conlider, That 
the Lord Jeſus in expreſs words bids 
them whenever they pray, to ſay that 
Prayer; When ye pray, (laith he) Say, 
Our Father, &c. Luk. 11. 2. Thereby 
plainly teaching them, that it was by 
him intended for all times, occaſions, 
and purpoſes whatſoever. And bei 
there is. nothing neceſlary either for 
Soul or body, either for this, or for 
the life to come, but therein couched 
it is and comprehended and meant,aad 
underſtood by God the compoſer and 
hearer of the Prayer; though not by 
us perhaps the offerers. In devout alking 
of all the blcſiings, and of the whole 
matter of this Prayer, not according to 
their own weak and low underitan- 
ding of it, but according to Gods wil- 
dom in it, and his molt gracious and 
fatherly intention towards Mankind by 


it : I fay, in devout Ieifurely and con- 
{1dc- 
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ſiderate putting up this Prayer untg 
God, they did aflure' themſelves, they 
prayed molt worthily and acceptedly 
for Friends, for Enemies, for Children, 
for Parents, for Maſters, for Servants, 
for King, for Church, for State, for 
Prieſt, for Neighbours, for Paſtors, for 
Guide, tor any fick, or otherwiſe di- 
ſtreſſed. If all the while they offered 
up this Prayer upon this or that occaſt- 
on, all along they thought moſt wiltly 
and affectionately of him, her, 1t, or 
them, that they then meant good to. 
Nay they then aſſured themſelves, they 
had prayed for him, her, it, or them, as 
to the hearer of Prayers was accepta- 
ble, and fo to the perſon or perſons,or 
body prayed for, etfeCtual or beneficial 
one way or other. In the third and laſt 
place, whereas ſome perhaps may ob- 
ject and ſay, that underſtand they can- 
not, how any mans Faith, Repentance, 
or Religiouſnels can benefit another,nor 
can they call to mind that ever they 
knew their Prayer for any elſe had ever 
the deſired effect and event. This rub 
they were taught to put out of their 

way 
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way by theſe five Conſiderations. 
(1.) It is indeed no ſenſe nor reaſon 
at all that any mans Religtouſneſs or 
Devotion ſhould in the leaſt benetit 
any beſides himſelf ; no, zor F;mſelf 
neither ; but only that God hath pro- 
miſed, that it ſhall. Here, here is all 
the power and energy of Prayer; God 
hath commanded it tor others, as well 
as for our ſclves, and in fix hundred 
places hath promiſed to be overcome 
by it, at ſuch time, and in ſuch ways, 
as he ſees molt fit and neceſflary. So not 
the Prayers themſelves, but Gods pro- 
miſe that upon our Prayers he will do 
ſo and ſo, This is the All in All, Bat 
if thoſe ſix hundred Promiſes were not 
in Scripture ſo expreſs, yet the com- 
mands for praying for others, being 
moſt expreſs, it were enough : Becauſe 
as every promiſe almoſt does ſuppole 
a command, fo allo does every com- 
mand imply; a promiſe ; this command 
for inſtance, for Intercetiion, that pre- 
vail it ſhall, tor God never commands 
frivolous, fruitleſs and ſuccelſsle(s things. 
(2.) As to the event and real effect 
of 
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of Prayers,the Word they were taught, 
informs us to this purpoſe. 

1. That the Creature is to do his duty, 
and to leave the iſſue to God, the event 
being Gods care and buſineſs, not the 
Creatures , Mark 4. 26, 27. $0 is the 
Kingdom of God, as if a man ſhould caſt 
ſeed into the ground, and ſhould flee 
and riſe night and day, and the ſeed 
ſhould ſpring and grow up he knows not 

ow. 

(2.) That the event is always that 
which 1s beſt, though ot that which the 
Votary did particularly aim at. As when 
$erl (ought for nothing but his Fathers 
Aſſes, but met, we know, with the 
Kingdom of Jſrael. And Abrahams 
Prayer for all Sodom is anſwered by 
the ſignal deliverance of his neer kinf- 
man Lot; for ſo faith the Text, Ard it 
came to paſs when God deſtroyed the Ci- 
ties of the Plain, that God remembred 
Abraham, and ſent Lot out of the midſt 
of the overthrow, when be overthrew 
the Cities, in the which Lot dwelt . 
Gen. 19. 29. Nay, omnibus poſitis, the 
world being as it was, and zs, nothing 

conld 
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un[d be, can be, better than it was, and 
s. Beſides, they that wait upon God 
n his ways, eſpecially that of praying 
br others as well as for themſelves ; 
heſe do always find all events, good 
into them and to the univerſe, one way 
ir other; for to ſuch, the Lord who 
nade Heaven and Earth, and rules all, 
mkes all events to be bleſiings out of 
Sion,as the Pſalzriſt ſpeaks, Pſal. 134.3. 
That is, to be not only Secxlar events, 
but alſo Sion-blefſings 3 or ſuch as he 
ues to ſanctifie to his Church, to Sion 
ad all praying Believers ; and hkewiſe 
to enable them to be well contented 
with them, be they never ſo harſh and 
diſtaſtful to fleſh and blood ; yet ſtill 
bmething of comfort and fſatisfaQtion 
do they, by vertue of their walking in 
the ways of Sion, find and deprehend 
n themz according to that moſt Or- 
thodox and moſt common word of the 
believing Hebrews, when any thing very 
croſs fel] out to or xpon them, Gam 2 
| tobha, would they ſay, Ever this for 
good, 

For the unerring eye of Providence, 
or 
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or: Oamividence, ſaid they, ſaw," adit 
ſees, what was and zs beſt and moſt ne 
ceſlary forthe univerſe; and ſo,accor$ 
ding to occaſions, #:ade and makes, « 
ſuffered and ſuffers that ſtill to fall out, 

(3:) When thoſe we pray: for;fuch a 
the impure Sodomites, have made them 
ſelves uncapable of our Charity, yetisf 
our Zeal and'Charity to do good, notiff 
the /eſs, but the zzore acceptable in the 
ſight of God ; and returns with the | 
choiceſt of all anlwers into our ow: 
boſoms ; that is, with an increaſe of th 
choiceſt'Grace; that is, more and mo 
Heavenly-mindednefs, and more and 
more publick ſpirit. 

(4.) All labour in vain 1s not vair 
labour ; that 1s,labour in vain as to this 
or that particular deſign, 15 not vain 
labour, as to the general aim of Chri 
ſtianity and Religion. No, that many! 
times 1s molt attained and promoted, 
when the other may ſeem quite blaſted 
and defeated. 

Ye poorer and unlearned, ſee you 
advantageous and eaſie way of Famnly-F 
prayers in your Brethrenz and be = 

0 
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preat enemies to your.own Souls, and 

Kthe Souls of thoſe who are under your 

luthority. As any time hereafter mor- 

ng and evening, not to ſeek God in 

ur Familics in this ſhort and eaſe, but 

BfeZual way ; and make no queſtion 

ut that God who underſtands Hearts 

er than we do Words, will moſt gra- 

oully accept both the Hearts and 

ds, becauſe theſe of his own endi- 
Try, as thoſe of his own exciting. 

See then ((aith the Apoſtle) that ye 

k circumſpetly not as fools, but as 

jſeredeeming the time, becauſe the days 

revil. Wherefore be ye not unwiſe, but 

derſtanding what the will of the Lord 

Epheſ.5. 15, 16, 17. As.it he ſhould 

we ſaid in other words thus; Seeing 

days are ſo evil, fo perilous, and fo 

kri-Wieiltical, and withal fo contagious and 

anyWyjſoning, as ye ſee they are, do not 

red, (to redeem time tor this /ittle (as one 

JFould ſay, to find or make time for 

ng this ſoveraign Antidote )in yourre- 

ourfÞtive Families, twice every four and 

ily-Fpeaty hours at the leaſt; or certainly 

not do riot z»derſtand what the will of 

ih B tle 
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the Lord is in this and many ſuch/like 


Scriptures. If yet ye have not done, 
yet now at length do it, and let not this 


reproach lie at the doors of profeſſedff 


Chriſtians, that Family-prayers, like ſe 


and coſtly meals, are to be ſeen andf 


found only among the rich and learned, 


Do but break into it, and begin, and 1 


after one week the Devil and forme 
neglect will never be able to caſt y 
back into your old ſtupour, indiſpoſiti 
on and benummednels. 

To conclude, whereas that word 


ply a &.Cxlonulye xexty.great volume, great, 


vanity, was never more true than now 
becauſe mea of poverty cannot bu 


fuch Books, and men of buſineſs cannd 


read them. We ſhall put no more to yo 


at this time but this one thing. the long 


and happy experience of ſundry you 
Brethren, which atlures you, that if thi 
due care. among ſundry other, ye de 
take of your Families, this benefit f 
certain ye ſhall find to your /elves,name 


ly, That in your ſecret, proper and perf 


ſonal Prayers and Ejaculations, whethe 


wp or in bed, whether for your ſelves,onf 


Of Family-Prayer. 19 
rothers, ye ſhall ſee your ſelves every 
y more and more enlarged and afie- 
xd, than ever ye did, when this open 
gard of your Families ye had not (as 
e would ſay in the words of the Pro- 
t Ezekiel, when ye did not ſtudy 

'S: turning of others as well as of your 
Ives, Ezek, 18. 30,32. Wherefore turn 

r ſelves,and live ye. Margent, Where- 
tyrn others and live ye. Eſpecially if 

do not fail often to mind your Fa- 
lies both jointly and ſeverally, both 
by one and altogether ; that to thele 
mily-prayers they add, praying by 
nſclves every one to himſelf, and by 
ſelf, as often as he ſhall find himſelf 
Wikifure and thereunto diſpoſed, and 
t never ſeldomer may it be, than 
night when he goes to bed, and 

ry morning when he arifeth. And 
every Father of the Family let him 

r forget but always well remember, 
the only way to have good Chil- 
nand good Servants, is to be ſure to 
"Fic them. good Chriſtians. And all 
afoever, Maſters, Servants, Parents, 
"Widren, Landlords, Tenants, Kings, 
| B 2 Sub. 


= Of Family-Prayer. 
Subjects, Paſtors, People, Husbands, 
Wives, all of all eſtates, conditions 
and capacities whatſoeverz Know we 
all, one great reaſon why we all have ſo 
little comfort one of another,ſeems tobe 
this, Becauſe we have ſo little Chriſtian 
care one of another. For if Kings, for 
inſtance, would pray more for the King) 
dom of God to rule in their Subjets 
their Kingdoms certes would not be { 
ſhaken with Rebellions and Seditions a 
they be. And on the other (1de, if Sut 
jets would be more praying, that thei 
Kings might ſtudy more to hallow God 
Name, than to hozorr their own, th 
would ſee Reaſon queſtionleſs to | 
more willing to confeſs them the Fa 
thers of their Country, and-under.Goc 
the authors and maintainers of the! 
Proſperity. If Husbands would ay tl 
Lords-prayer for their Wives often 
than they do, God: would keep the 
Wives from ſaying their Prayers baci 
wards for them, ſo oft as many do. 
Fathers and Mothers would be more F 
Our Father for their Children, the Chi 
dren being wrought upon by their ; 
in | 
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her in Heaven, would become more ' 
ktifal to-their Parents on Earth. If 
xople would pray more that the An- 
x oEGod in this World. his Miniſters, 
zight do the will of God on Earth. as 
lone it is by the Angels in Heaven,they 
yould ſee more things in them to re- 
pyce ix, than now they do to Jament 
1nd find fault with. If Maſters would 
my more that God would give their 
F&rvants their daily bread in the full ex- 
tent and true meaning of that word,the 
daily bread which they do give them 
vould doubtleſs be much better refen- 
td and requited by them, than now or- 
dinarily it is. And then according to 
the Ordinance of King Ethelbert, who 
ave all mean Lords their Eſtates upon 
three Conditions, and one of them this, 
That they ſhould be Fathers to their 
I Tenants: Then I ſay, would Landlords 
doubtleſs be a kind of loving Fathers to 
their Tenants, and they back again as 
good as Sons to their Landlords; if both 
would make great conſcience of offer- 
ing up Our Father, for one another dai- 
ly, conſtantly, and deyoutly. 
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In a word if af, that is, if wen, as 
St. Paul orders, Phil 2.1. Would not 
ſeek every one his own things only, but 
think and ſtudy, and pray every man 
for the things of others alſo; then 
would there be clean another face of } 
things in the World than now 1s; even | 
as it is in the next verſe, The ſame mind | 
in #4, 10 a good mcaſurc, as was in Chriſt | 

eſus. 

But when all the entercourie between 
the reſpettive Eſtates and Conditions, 1s 
nothing but what we ſee; every one 
prating and practiſing for himſelf, and 
ſcarce any one, praying, or ſo much as 
propounding for any other, no marvel 
ſo many, very many are for the good of | 
themſelves only, and fo few able todo | 
themſelves or othcrs any real good at 
all. 

$1, in ſua quiſque vicinia, hanc ant 
fmilem fatigandi, | Ia. 62. 7.] Deum 
funm rationem, ſuos omncs Ker viz, do- 
cerent Eccl:ſhe Miniſtri, eamque 14s in 
»jum redigerent, effelum daretur haud 
dubie multum boni, multumq; mali, par- 

tim 
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tin anteverteretur 5 partim ſanaretur. 
od faxit Deus , per "©, proprer Je- 
um Chriflum Advocatum, Dominum & 
lediatorem noſtrum. Armen. 
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